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r Ex;lreﬁism in Public Policy—The John
" Birch Society :

. mmSION OF REMARKS
" HON. JACOB K. JAVITS

. OF REW YORK
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
Monday, July 17, 1861

-Mr. JAVITS. Mr. President, the ac-
tvities of the John Birch Society re-
" minds us that the principles of a free
society can be eroded from the extreme
right as well as the extreme left. Jeop-
ardizing the confilderice of Americans
in their tried and proved leaders, is a
serious way to undermine the very foun-
dations of our Government.

This warning is contained in an ad-
dress by Representative PauL A. Fino,
delivered at the commander’s banguet
during the 31st Annual Convention of
the Departinent of New York. Jewish
‘War Veterans, June 10, 1961. I ask
unanimous consent that his remarks be-
fore the Jewish War Veterans, the Na-
tion's oldest active war veterans organ-
ization, be printed in the. Appendix of
the IRECORD.

" There being no objection. the address
was ordered to be printed in the Recoru,
as follows: ) :

(Speech dellvered by.guest speaker. Con-
gressman Pavn A. FINo, of New York. on
June 10, 1861, at the department copi-
mander's _banquet)

Mr. Chatrman, Cornle Schnefder, National

- Commander Isidore Feuer, lwpoming State
Commander Hy Miller, Natloual Presideng
WBertha Krause, Rabbf Gutdon, distitke
guished gucsts and ladies. snd gentlemss,

. 1t is indeed an honor and a privilege to ad-t

; dress the 31st ‘Annual Convention of the Dy
pariment of New York, Jewish War Veleracs

U look upon you as men of trled and true j+7 ]

irtfotism, formed and disciplined by mlli

iratning, and tested in the fires of battls.

inen reared in the Jewish tradition of |
teliectual skepticism and moral conviction,
ok to you to diseriminate caref ully and ef
fectively batween’ thgse organfzations whos
words and actions arc caleulated to promo
the <nfety and well-belng of our country, an

thoee organizations whose announced pnj-

triosae aims are frustrated and stymied by,
their words and actions. - A
1t is not enough for & man or an organy 74
ton 1o claim anticommunism as a4 patif,
Foul. No less an authority than J. f
Hoover, Director of the Federa! Birej
Investigation, has recently devoted a.4)
messige to the tople of lrreaponublt_
wrd actions under this label, and thy,
tiey bring to us. This message a Jypars 10
The i1 law enforcement bulletin fef April
1881 I strongly recommend that ail Rltizens
teeriiland take Its message to hea'y;
Musft of what Mr. Hoover says in $bls ur-
COntonersage seems Lo me to apply tirectly
+ Toceriain charncleristics of the John Birch
frelety, thovgh he does not mention tais or
any other orgatczation by nsme. Pointing
cul-that the Communists need, in order to
take uver a country, “a people shaken with
feir. hysterin, and confusion,” Mr. Hoover
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goes on to say: “Above all, however, is the
danger of {irreaponsible counteraction By,
citigens who lend impetus to communlsm
through Inept attempts to fight this Insidious
menace,” : .

The FBI director, surely one of the Na-
tion's foremost authorities on this Com-
munist menace and how to meet it, quotes
Lénin's direction to his followers, urging
them to take advantage of “‘every, even the
smaligat, rift among the enemies.”. Ho sees
this technique as & part of the Communist
attack upon America today. “Thete exists
todey in our land,” Mr.-Hoover says, “s vital
rift which the Communists are oxploiting,
Unfortunately, this involves certain poop.
acroes the country who engage in reckless
charges against one another. The label of
“Communist” is too often Indiscriminately
attached to those whose views differ from
the majority. Those whose livea arq not led
according to what one segment of society
might decree to be the norm are 00 fre-
quently challenged as Recds.

The founder and present head of the John
Birch Soctety has denied responsibility for
certaln much-publicized reckless chyrges,
made in his so-called private letter, en-
titled “The Politician.” 1In this privately
circulated work he accused President Dwight
D. Eisenhower, hia brother, Milton Eisen-
hower, and Allen Dulles, Director of the
CIA, of belng etther conscious or unconscious
agents of the Communist Party. Ile claims
that, since he made these accusations pri-
vately, and before ihe formatlon of .his
soclety, the soclety cannot be saddled with
the wnus of whatever elander may be
Involved,

But the accusations are of a piece with
the consistent attitude and behavior of the
John Birch Soclety. “Attributing every
adversily to communism ls not only irra-
tionul,” says J. Edgar Hoover, “but comrtrib-
utes to -hysterin and fosters groundless
fears.” The Blue Book of the John Birch
Society, and all- other writings of Robert
Welch, and publications of the socicty, are
“ull of similar accusations of men and orgun-
izatlons. Mr. Welch is particularly fond of
the type of accusation that goes like this:
“So-nnd-so0, whether he knows It or not, is
helping the Communist conspiracy to take
over this country.” Every adminlstration
since 1033, every political parly and most
of the minor ones—all ¢ome under the same
condemunation. In the Blue Book,, for ex-
ample, he says of Anierfcans for Democratic
Actlon: “The ADA, whether n lot of tts
members know it or not, {8 the same as an
arm of the Cominuniat Party. Its welght
can be thrown and is thrown, tifne after
time, with never an exception, in support of
Communist ohbjectives. It has the benefit
of the directlion of & nerve system of that
bedy which runs all the way to the top.”

This 13 a typical smear. Welch talks a

{ lot about the smenr technlque, vbjecting to

flts use by Itberals, and advocating its use by
rightists. A smear may be defined as an
accusation definite encugh to hurt, but in-
definite enough to be impossible, or almost
rpossible, to disprove,

. Robert Welch sees the Communist con-
racy in efforts to brenk the segregation
‘ern in the Bouth, in foreign aid, in the
Us¥'ted Natlons, and in every internatlona!l
wnlzation dependent upon or amiliated
the Untted Nations. Uis reading lists
rommended books include violent at-

\{1pon such other aspects of the Com-
a conspiracy a8 income tax. fluorida-
5 93 ‘at,er supplies, Federal ald to educa-
Li¥y WY Lhe National Council of Churchés.
Ok of Mo major efforts of his organlzation

theersk letter-writing crunpaign to urge

\mpo&g‘h.ncnt of Chief Justice Earl War-

raggw 2 a8 ¢ the Communist Party. He

ha)\'! ssoci e Lmaself, in his antl-Commu-

jIY ] Turig, with J. B. Matthews, who won

_!'/' ‘\‘l fare as the publicizer of wild and
ERY

" tviam in the Churches,” and quoted as {

unfounded charges of Communist Inn;tu.
tion of the churches, and has himself; reg
ommended Bundy's notorious bogk, *Ool

its fantastic statistics. y

‘Tha one aspsct of the usual extreme righ
ist pattern that is missing from Wel
statements, from the pyoclaimed attitudes o
the John Birch Sodiety, and frowm the record |
of his close ‘associates, 1a anti-Semitism,
However, many publications, which he rec
ommends, in‘turn recommend books - and

Semitism, and fdentifying the Communis
conspiracy with & Jowish plot to win world
dominatlon. This is an association at one”
remove, and I am far from claiming that:

Weich and his soclety should be blamed for*
1t—Dbut it behooves us to keep a cautious ore
upon any.suthoritarian soclety that tendsg o

interpret all world events in terms of ¥doret:

conspiracies, .

I am not denying, of course, tiiat there {s,”

a Communist conspiracy, or dthat it is dan-'
gerous, or that it must be fought vigorously.
I am protesting against this little-bratned’
rhinoceros fury, that-would charge anything
that moves in the underbrush. I am pro-l'

teating ageinst the unthinking terror that:  °

would shudder away from Communist dicta~«
tors, into the arms of Fascist and Falangist!
dictators. I am protesting against the man-*
ner In which these reactlonary socleties
attack, by slander and {anuendo, by smear .
and sneer, any and every attempt to form orf
maintain alliances with foreign countries, to
alleviate distress or to spread employment’
and prosferity among our own people, or to _ -

hulld yp the financial and military strengthi *

of the American Government. _
Many magazines and newspapers have pub-+
Ilshed thoughtful articles and editorials dia-!

cussing the John Birch Soclety. Many Mem..
bers of- Congress, In each House, have made'

statements and speeches about the organt-; °

zation and its activities. Each has some-"
thing to contribute, and I strongly recom-'.
fmend that you veterans make a thorough
study of what has Leen said in favor of the'

society and its aims and methods. as well as.

what has been sald in opposition.

Americen way to herr and listen
sides before rendering a verdiot,
part, however, I have heard both

It is the
to both,
For my own
sides; I have

Fead the'Blue Book; I have read many of the",’

monthly bulletins of the John Birch Bactety; ~
I have heard and read statements in favor .
of the soctety on the floor of the House of
Representatives and on the radio. in the
newspapers and the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
I am convinced that the Just verdict on the -
John Birch Soclety is contained in the reso-
lution on the subject ssued last month by
the board of directors of Freedom Huuse.
This resclution was reprinted in the Con-
GRTSSIONAL RECORD Of May 8, 1961 (on Pp-
7084-7085), and I hope that every one of
you wili get hold of this statement and read it
thoughl{ully. R :

The essence of this statement is contained
In a five-point criticlsm of the society as
weakening our defenses against communism,
And as betraylng the cause of true conserva- -
tism. I belleve this is a well-ordercd and
valld analysis, and I quote 1t to You now
with my own hearty coneurrence: .

“Firet, the John Birch Society is not fight-
{ng communism because no Communist oper-

. dtive was ever apprehendecd or diverted Uy

its methods. Commuuist subversives do not
leave tralls for the telephone threatenar, the
student informer, the boycotter, or any ot
the other sneak warrlors of Birchism. Cutch- 4
Ing Communist spies ts o Job for profes- -
slonals-—casting suspicion on the FBI and
the CIA only makes the job harder and glves
Communists o better chance to do their work
- “Second, the John Birch Soclety 1s not
fighting communism because such (ools us
doubt, suspicion, and prefudice emploved by

the most violerit antls &
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